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Telltales         August 2016
Commodore’s Update
July turned out to be a pleasant month after a non-descript Spring. However, 
sailing numbers have been high for most of the year, regularly attracting 20+ 
boats for racing and good numbers for Friday and Saturday social sailing. 
There is good competition for the racing and we will see whether an ASC 

handicap system makes it even better. Duncan 
and Keith Adams will be running race training 
courses on Friday evenings in August and 
everyone should benefit from attending. First 
weekend of August sees our club regatta which 
we would like to be a more prominent event going 
forward as it should be the premier sailing event of 
the year. Numbers this year will be swelled by the 
annual visit of Wanlip Sailing Club. We have held 
two successful open meetings for Supernovas and 
Comets and the latter have asked us to host a 

two-day inland national championship next year which we have agreed to. 
Visitors enjoy coming to the club as we always provide a friendly welcome and 
actually put on good racing. However some of our club race courses can be 
poor and Duncan Adams is working on how we can improve this. He is also 
organising a couple of rules evenings one of which will cover the mysterious 
Rule 42. We have also agreed to allow windsurfing at the club.

The biggest event this season looks to be the ASC Big Bash which has been 
organised by Jill Reid over the weekend of 3rd and 4th of September with power 
boat and sailing activities, much sponsorship and with money raised going to 
charity. There will be plenty of events for all so would be good if as many of you 
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as possible can take part.

Membership is up on last year with a number of families joining which should 
boost Jill Reid’s junior club; Keith Brereton will in August be running our first 
junior training week and all our courses continue to be fully booked. Keith is 
always looking out for new instructors so if interested please speak to him. The 
new clubhouse should also ensure we see an increase in membership so Sport 
England will be happy.

The new clubhouse is progressing well, although we are entering a phase 
where we need specialists. The roof and drainage should be completed in next 
few weeks after which work will start on the internals and we will shortly send 
out requirements for skills required. The build is currently within budget and the 
club finances are healthy, so the club committee will continue to review whether 
we bring in paid help to speed some work up. At present we are looking at 
completion in early 2017; thanks to Dave Bexson and Rob Corner for their 
excellent project management of the work.

In November we have our annual end of season social event and this year it 
will be based on a proper three course meal as we want to move away from the 
buffets of the past; more details elsewhere. I expect 2017 launch social will be 
in the clubhouse. November also sees our AGM which will also cover 
appointment of the new committee. The majority of the current excellent 
committee are keen to carry on but we have a few vacancies so if interested in 
joining the committee please contact me; main role that needs filling is that of 
Treasurer.

On the 5th of August the Olympics will be upon us and seems a very low key 
build-up this year with construction deaths and the Zika virus grabbing the 
headlines rather than sport. The British sailing team have some excellent gold 
medal chances with Giles Scott in the Finn unbeaten in all competitions over 
last two years and Nick Thompson is currently Laser World Champion. The rest 
of the team are certainly top 10 overall in their class so will be interesting to see 
how many medals we win. Racing starts in Guanabara Bay on 8th August and 
completes on the 18th with race times early evening UK time. Giles has 
replaced Ben Ainslie as the leading Finn sailor with Ben now driving hard to win 
the America’s Cup in Bermuda next year. We have just had the latest qualifying 
round in Portsmouth which Britain won from the other five competitors so we 
certainly have a competitive boat, although as a traditionalist I can only take so 
much of catamarans with aircraft foils hurtling up and down at 40 knots with 



barely a luff or rule 42 breech in site.

Back at Attenborough, a lot more sailing this year and I hope you can all 
participate as much as possible.

Mike Pritchard
Commodore

Gold, silver, bronze fleet report
The annual gold, silver and bronze fleet series came to an end in June with an exciting last 
series of races confirming overall positions. As in previous years, to do well in this series 

you cannot afford to count a discard. Mike Pritchard retained the gold fleet award with 
Roger Day pipping Bob Ceurstemont for second on the last day. Jill Reid and Malcolm 

Davidson were relegated early on but missing the last few races meant Ray Kemish will 
join them in the silver fleet next season. 

In the silver fleet, Paul Jago continued his good form, whilst missing the last race meant 
Nick Marlow dropped out of the top three with second and third taken by Josie Adams and 
Rob Corner with Paul, Josie and Rob in gold fleet next season. Dave Bexson and Derek 

Harbour were relegated early on due to few races with Jon Adams, only promoted the year 
before finding the silver fleet tough going and joined them in relegation to bronze fleet 

where he can renew acquaintances with Duncan.
Bronze fleet winner was Roger Chilvers with some very consistent results when he races. 

Battle for second and third was close but eventually Brendan McGrath and Louis Mok 
gained the last two promotion places from Nick Colbeck and Mick Barker.

.
Gold:

Silver:



Bronze:

Regatta
Next Sunday is the “FA Cup” of our season, the annual regatta. The competition is open to 
any member of Attenborough Sailing Club, and we will be joined on the water by members 
of Wanlip Sailing Club, Leicestershire, who are spending their annual weekend with us.
The regatta will take the form of three races – your best two positions will count towards 
your overall score. We will be using ASC Handicaps. These are based on how your type of 
boat actually performs at Attenborough, rather than the nationally based scores we use for 
most of our races. For example, that means anyone using a Vision will be at a significant 
advantage.
The start times will be: 1200, 1400, and 1530. Prizes will be awarded on the day.
Please note we might need help with Officer Of the Day duties. If you are able and willing 
or just willing please make yourself known to the officer in charge, Kev Milton.

Eight earn Level 2 qualification
A wide range of wind conditions challenged eight students on the first adult RYA level 1 
and 2 sailing course of the year. No wind, F0, proved to be the most challenging for our 
beginners, while F4 conditions brought home to them the benefits of 'double reefing' the 
RS Vision mainsail. The second weekend 
provided ideal conditions for our, now keen, 
sailors to complete the course and sail without an 
instructor in the boat, each earning a Level 2 
sailing qualification.
Thanks to all the volunteer instructors and safety 
boat crew for making the course a success. To all 



those who offered their services, but didn't get to take part, the Autumn course will be 
running over the weekends 10, 11, 17, 18 September. Volunteers wanted please: contact 
training@attenboroughsc.org.uk .
Keith Brereton,
Training Principal.
Photo caption:  Students sailing their first triangular course.

Dates for your diary
Saturday August 6 (and every Saturday) Clubhouse working party From 9am
Sunday August 7 ASC Regatta From 12noon
September 3 and 4 Big Weekend charity regatta Racing starts at 11am
Sunday September Kingfisher Cup/ Ladies Plate (Handicap) Racing starts at 2pm
Thursday November 10 Annual general meeting tbc
Friday November 18 Laying up supper, Springfield Hall Time tbc

Windsurfing?
Your committee has decided to permit windsurfing at the club, following a request by a 
member. This is on a trial basis, with a condition that it does not interfere with existing 

race sessions. If you have kit and are interested, contact 
rcsailing@attenboroughsc.org.uk

Racing and race training
We have had a great turn out so far the 2016 season.
The Wednesday evening series has seen a regular turnout of 25 boats, which is fantastic.
The Sunday racing is equally well attended. With the introduction of the ASC handicaps 
(which are based on the results from our own lake and calculated on computer), I hope we 
will see some great racing and some positions change at the top of the table.

Going on behind the scene we have a lot going on. Jill 
Reid Is working very hard on the ASC Big Weekend. 
There is now a list up in the club house asking for help, 
so if you are able to help make this event be a success 
then please put your name down.
I am also working on a few evening talks, the first I hope 
to happen in September. I hope this will answer the 
question - what is Rule 42?
Race training started on July 29 and will run every Friday 
until the end of August. We will aim each session and 
who ever turns up – all are welcome, from those who 
have never raced before to those who want to gain an 

advantage on their rivals. If you cannot make the start time of 6.30pm then please let me 
know (rcsailing@attenboroughsc.org.uk ) what time you can make it and I’ll see you on the 



water.
Duncan Adams
Rear Commodore Sailing

• To help make the Big Weekend a success, we need several volunteers to do things 
including catering (our social secretary is away), administer races, provide safety 
boat cover, and generally welcome guests to the club. If you can give a couple of 
hours over the course of the weekend, please put your name on the sign-up sheet in 
the clubhouse, or see Jill Reid.

Members’ discount at Sawley
I recently went into the marina chandlery at Sawley to purchase some rope and a few bits 
and pieces. I was told that as a member of Attenborough Sailing Club I could have 10 per 
cent off, something I did not know. If you need something, they will get things in for you if 
they can. Take your handbook along and claim your discount.
Dennis King

Duties next year
Your committee has agreed that from next year, members’ duties will include 

providing safety cover for the club’s training events and for racing on the Sundays of 
bank holidays.

This should prove a farer system. The same amount of duties will be covered, but we 
will no longer require organisers to call in “favours” from the usual range of 

volunteers.

You will be able to swap duties through Dutyman in the normal way. That could 
mean you could choose to complete all your duties on Saturdays in the future, or get 

them all out of the way in a couple of intensive weekends.

Spring in November
This year’s Laying Up Supper will take place on Friday, November 18 at Springfield Hall, 
Sandiacre. Please note the date for your diaries – it will be the Friday, not the Saturday 
advertised in the club handbook due to the venue being unavailable. Further details will be 
announced closer to the time, but it will include 
good food, entertainment, and awarding of prizes 
for the season’s racing.
This is the biggest social event in our year, and is 
expected to be a great evening.
The committee decided against holding the event 
in the new clubhouse due to uncertainty over whether it would be completed in time, and 



its capacity.

Comet open and Comet national championships
ASC hosted another successful Comet open competition in June. Thanks to some 
generous boat loans, we were able to field ten boats, with the visitors providing another 
seven. You can see what happened by watching this video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8bs2qeDoOK8 .

The Comet Association have been so impressed 
by the welcome we have offered that they have 
asked us to stage their two-day inland 
championships at Attenborough for 2017. The 
committee are looking into the details of this. One 
suggestion is that the championship could take 
place on the Saturday and Sunday of the August 
bank holiday, with club racing moving to the 
Monday.

New rescue techniques
Until now, Attenborough has been a strictly single-hulled kind of club. We now have a more 
diverse selection. That means safety crews 
should make themselves aware of the techniques 
for rescuing capsized catamarans, as contained 
in the RYA Safety Boat Handbook and 
accompanying dvd. Alternatively, prepare to sit 
back and laugh a lot.

Could you be our next Hilary or Theresa?
If you have been inspired by the summer of seat changes in Britain and the USA, now is 
the time to consider standing for the highest offices in ASC – the committee. The new 

committee takes up the reigns after the AGM in 
November, and a number of the current committee 
members have made it clear we cannot twist their arms to 
do another term. So whether you are a Republican, 
Democrat or Coybynista, there may be a place for you. If 
we get more nominations than places, there will be a 
vote. And we’ve all had plenty of practice at voting this 
year, so there are no excuses.
If you want to know more about what is involved, speak to 
commodore Mike Pritchard or any of the committee 
members.



Wanlip Visit
From 5th to 7th August we will be having our annual visit from Wanlip Sailing Club. 
They will be sailing all weekend and joining in our regatta. Note some of their tents 
might end up in grassed areas between boats due to the new clubhouse. This year 

they are not having a themed night but our members are more than welcome to 
come down for some socialising on Saturday night.

Unclaimed boats
A site survey has revealed about a dozen boats which we have no records for. 
Membership secretary Roger Chilvers has attached notes to each, asking the owners to 
come forward – so far with a limited response. We are considering moving these boats to a 
quarantine area, with a view to disposing them at a future date, and making more room for 
active sailors in the meantime. If you think one of these boats may be yours, please 
contact Roger Chilvers: membership@attenboroughsc.org.uk .
The committee is also looking at ways to increase launch capacity in time for next year’s 
racing.

Keep it trim
It is the duty of all members to keep their boat pitches properly maintained and free 

of weeds and overgrowing grass. The clubhouse has a number of tools and two 
lawnmowers to help, and we are in the process of buying a strimmer (as opposed to 

the current heavy duty brush cutter) to help you. We are expecting a number of 
visitors from other clubs over the next few weeks, so try to make an effort 
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